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Registered Interest Groups Development Scheme for IADAPT  

Preamble  

The purpose of the development of Registered Interest Groups is to enable physiotherapists 

practicing or developing the practice of acupuncture and / or dry needling to develop 

membership with IADAPT. This is not full membership. These groups will not (yet) be the 

designated Specialty Group of their World Physiotherapy (WP) Member Organisation (a 

requirement for full membership).  

Therefore, a group or organization whose members are physiotherapists with an interest in 

acupuncture and / or dry needling (regardless, of having a training background on the technique, 

practicing acupuncture / dry needling or not) may form a Registered Interest Group (RIG).   

Their goal and objective will be to work towards full IADAPT membership. Their country needs to 

be a member of World Physiotherapy (WP) if they are to be eligible for full membership.   

Mentorship from IADAPT will be offered in RIG’s development towards full membership. This will 

be in conjunction with the RIG and their World Physiotherapy Member Organisation. Should the 

country not have World Physiotherapy membership, then liaison with the official Physiotherapy 

registering Council/Association will be undertaken.  

Full membership of IADAPT requires a group of 10 or more members who are recognised as the 

acupuncture and/or dry needling specialty group by their World Physiotherapy Member 

Organisation.  

Please note, only one group per country can apply for membership. If there are multiple 

requests for membership from one country, then the country registering body (preferably a 

World Physiotherapy Member Organisation) will be contacted to assist in the group’s combining, 

or for selection as to the member group. It is strongly advised that a group applying for RIG 

membership of IADAPT, ensures it members are members of their country World Physiotherapy 

Member Organisation AND, that when applying for RIG membership with IADAPT, the applicants 

also notify their country World Physiotherapy Member Organisation.  

Process  

1. Application Letter to the executive committee containing:  

a. Constitution of the organization  

b. The office bearers with their respective Physiotherapy Association  

c. Their contact information  

e.  Nomination on behalf of the group of the person responsible for the process  

(Representative) and one replacement (Alternative Representative)  

e. Declaration that they will abide to the Code of Conduct of IADAPT – Appendix 1)  

f. Stating membership numbers  
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2. Executive committee meeting – Appoint three members to examine the submitted material 

and provide a written response after examining all the evidence. All three members need to 

submit a single written response to the application (if in agreement) to the executive 

committee regarding the application and whether it meets criteria or not. If there are 

disagreements, then more than one written response letter can be submitted to the executive 

committee. Response letters need to be submitted at least three days prior to the EC meeting.  

3. EC meets and discusses the application. Members of the EC vote and if a majority is reached 

(50% +1%) then the group can formally be accepted as a RIG.  

4. The group is notified and the representative as well as the alternative representative of the 

group sign the Code of Conduct document (Appendix 1.  

5. Fee Invoice sent to the group. When payment is received then a member of the EC is allocated 

as an advisor to the RIG to help them progress to full membership.  

6. EC to appoint two members to act as mentors for the RIG. Mentors need to assist RIG to 

achieve full status.    

Requirements of RIGs  

A group or organization whose members are physiotherapists with an interest in acupuncture 

and / or dry needling (regardless, of having a training background on the technique, practicing 

acupuncture/dry needling or not) may form a RIG. Their goal and objective will be to work 

towards full IADAPT membership. Their country needs to be a member of WP if they are to be 

eligible for full membership.   

Groups and organisations whose country is not a member of WP may apply for RIG status, but 

they will not have the opportunity to gain full membership in IADAPT unless their country joins 

WP first.   

The group must provide IADAPT with the relevant documentation as stated above, e.g. their 

constitution and code of conduct that aligns with IADAPT standards and requirements.  

Any other verifiable evidence that the Executive Committee requests to assess the organisation’s 

/ group’s eligibility for membership will have to be presented.  

Rights of RIGs  

1. May participate in working groups, subcommittees, task forces etc. under IADAPT but cannot 

chair them or vote on any item.  

2. If a RIG develops an educational programme, then they may receive mentoring from IADAPT 

members and can apply for IADAPT Accreditation of the course.  

3. Only graduates of an IADAPT Accredited course will receive IADAPT recognition / accreditation  

4. Are eligible for mentorship from IADAPT members so that they can fulfil the requirements 

needed to become full members of IADAPT.  

5. A delegate of each RIG may observe upon request the meetings of the Executive Committee on 

the Executive Committee’s discretion but are not allowed to make a motion or vote. A RIG 

delegate may attend the 4-yearly General Meeting but would not have voting privileges. © 
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